
Austin

> Whereas" there is a well-documented and long history of the use of excessive fbrce used on
pcople of color by the Austin Police Depaftrnent; and

Whereas. current APD use of tbrce policy protects police behavior and allows the police office
broad discretion in r-rsing deadly force, and

> Whereas. internal investigations by the Austin I)olice Department has historically shown bias
iu favor of i t 's own olf iccrs and not reduced these deadly incidcnts: and
)>

> Whereas, the recommendations of the Departmcnt o1'.lustice have not been fully implemented
b1'thc Austin Police Departtnent and no action has been taken by the cit.v to require irnplementation.

> Be lt  Resolved, that the Eastern Sectors of the Austin Neighborhoods call  on the Cily
C'ouncil. City Manager. and Austin Police C'hief to accept and implement all of the Department
o l- J ustice reconlmendations.

>Be It Resolved, that the Eastern Sectors of the Austin Neighborhoods call  on the City
(-ouncil .  Cit l 'Manager. and Ar,rst in Police Chief to adopt a slr icter "preservation of l i fe
standard" on Llse of fbrce n-rodeled afterthe I)allas. Houston and LAPD use of fbrce standards.
A brief descript ion is provided below:

The most restrictive (intentionally used) deadly-force standard is the
"preservation of life standard" as adopted by the Dallas and Houston
(Texas) Police Department (among others). The "preservation of life
standard" states that,  " Ir l regardless of the nature of the cr ime or the
justification for firing at a suspect, officers must remember that their basic
responsibility is to protect life. Officers shall not fire under conditions that
would unnecessari ly subject bystanders or hostages to death or possible
injury, except to preserve life or to prevent serious bodily injury. Deadly
force is an act of last resort and wi l l  be used only when other reasonable
alternatives are impract icable or fai l . (10)" IEmphasis added.l  Further, the
"preservation of life standard" requires thato "[olofficers will plan ahead and
consider alternatives which wi l l  reduce the possibi l i ty of needing to use
deadly  force( l  l ) . "  IEmphasis  added. l

>lt is the view of tlie Irast Austin Conimunity that Adoption of the DOJ recornmendations.
Implernentation of a "preservation of lifb standard". aggressive recruitment of young people fiom
ollr commur-rities and rigorous training on ntental illness. as well as racial and cultural bias w.ill
hopeftr l l l ' reducc inciclents of excessive fbrce in our community
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