North Austin Coalition of Neighborhoods (NACN)
Agenda of Issues Spring 2011

NACN is a Coalition of 8 Neighborhood Associations Representing 90,000 Citizens:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gracywoods Neighborhood Association (www.gracywoods.org) 
Mockingbird Hill Neighborhood Association
North Austin Civic Association (www.naca-austin.org) 
North Creek/Georgian Acres Neighborhood Association
North Park Estates Neighborhood Association  
North Star Neighborhood Association
Quail Hollow Neighborhood Association
Walnut Creek Neighborhood Association
NACN:  ; www.main.nacn.org


1. Briefly state what your top two priorities will be if you are elected.

Above all, we need to focus on the basics of good government: ensuring that all city services are being carried out in a way that rises to the standards we expect to see in Austin.  

We also need to achieve meaningful progress on transportation.  Within the next three years, construction on dozens of transportation projects should be complete; new managed lanes should be in progress on Mopac; we should have two Bus Rapid Transit lines up and running; technology should be helping make transit more convenient than ever; our rail network should be expanding; and our bicycle-pedestrian infrastructure should be significantly improved.
 
2. What specific initiative or initiatives would you champion for our neighborhoods that would reduce opportunities for crime?

I support ongoing dialogue and collaboration between North Austin Neighborhoods, APD, and other City staff to develop effective measures for reducing opportunities for crime.  Cooperative efforts like last year’s cleanup on Sam Rayburn Drive can enable residents to reclaim their streets as family-friendly places.  Neighborhood Watch programs, including “Train the Trainer” and other training sessions, can also help empower citizens to protect their neighborhoods.  ’m grateful for North Austin residents’ participation in APD’s Commander’s Forums, and I’m always glad to schedule meetings with city staff when other departments need to be engaged.


3. What specific initiatives would you recommend or endorse to address the traffic congestion in our neighborhoods?

We need well-maintained roads, and we also need safe, convenient travel options for those who would prefer to walk, bike, or use transit.  I have endorsed the addition of managed lanes on MoPac, which would draw many drivers out of the current travel lanes.  I have worked toward major improvements to our bus system over the next two years, including Bus Rapid Transit lines on Burnet Road and North Lamar.  Continued improvements to sidewalks and bicycle facilities like Route 47 can also take cars off the road by making other options safe and convenient. I also support facilitating positive redevelopment of our transit corridors to reduce vehicle miles traveled and create more walkable, bikeable, and transit-friendly destinations.


4. What specific initiatives would you recommend or endorse to bring the infrastructure of our neighborhoods up to the high quality and standards expected by Austin citizens?

I’d recommend and endorse looking to the neighborhood plans in North Austin to guide capital investment decisions, such as road and sidewalk improvements.  I also support better ways of enlisting residents’ help in alerting the city to infrastructure issues in the neighborhood.

5. Panhandling is a major problem in our neighborhoods. What solutions have worked in other cities, and what would you propose for Austin?	
 
A number of cities, including Austin, have prohibited aggressive panhandling.  Some cities, such as Dallas and Atlanta, have banned panhandling in certain areas.  Others, including Austin, restrict panhandling in specified areas at certain hours.

Some cities have undertaken public relations campaigns aimed at promoting responses to panhandling that don’t involve the exchange of cash.  The Downtown Austin Alliance provides guidance about what to do when someone asks for money.  I would propose a similar campaign.

I also support an ongoing dialogue with APD and others to consider issues related to panhandling restrictions.

