Laura Morrison. City Council Candidate, Place 4
Answers to NACN Agenda of Issues
 

1. Successful leadership that our community deserves requires the following priorities:

· Protecting the quality of life for Austin’s families to ensure a sustainable future where everyone has the opportunity to thrive

· Managing our resources in a manner that is both financially and socially responsible, within a city government that is accountable, transparent, inclusive and collaborative.

2. Crime in our neighborhoods must be dealt with comprehensively by encouraging community policing programs, promoting relationships between neighborhood associations and the police department, and increasing the “eyes” on our streets by improving lighting and creating more publicly used spaces.

We must also integrate into our thinking the impact of crime on the physical health of individuals in Austin. The lack of a security in our neighborhoods can have long-lasting impacts on both the community and overall public health.  A major discussion at the childhood obesity summit I sponsored last fall centered around the fact that children in high-crime neighborhoods may be more likely to suffer from chronic weight problems and other related health conditions.  Children must feel safe to play in the street and run around in neighborhood parks and open space.

I am also currently promoting a plan to establish a dedicated court to handle code-related violations to expedite compliance and improve the conditions of our neighborhood by proactively enforcing code violations.  Addressing these smaller issues early helps avoid larger problems in the future.  

In addition, there are longer-range land use issues that can help reduce crime which I support, for example, the North Lamar Neighborhood Plan recognized problems from a high concentration of motels and brought forward a limitation on motel uses along major arteries for the area.

3. We must address the issue cohesively and comprehensively because unfortunately, there is no magic solution to solving Austin’s traffic and congestion problems.  A comprehensive, multi-modal transportation system tied in with proper land use planning is the best way to address the city’s continuing traffic and congestion problems long term.  Our comprehensive planning efforts should reflect this.

As part of the Strategic Mobility Plan, I made sure that both short-term and long-term congestion relief solutions were included.  There are solutions that can be done to Austin’s arterials and roadways that help people today with their daily commutes while strategically planning for our transportation system for tomorrow.

Building roads cannot, alone, solve the problem, nor is there room in the city to expand roadways to adequately serve increasing demand for single occupancy vehicles.  The focus for long-term congestion relief needs to be on alternative modes of transportation, which includes bike lanes and sidewalks along with roadway improvements where possible.

Specifically for the North Austin neighborhoods, I support the prioritization of funding for traffic calming programs to help reduce cut-through traffic and improve safety on residential streets. And, I support closing sidewalk gaps through the Pedestrian Master Plan.  I also see Bus Rapid Transit as a viable option for commuters in north Austin to complement other modes of transit. 

4. I believe we must have a more equitable way of looking at allocating our resources to help redistribute funds to areas that are historically under-served. To this end, I recently cosponsored a resolution to enhance the way council members develop the city budget by evaluating performance measures for city departments.  By focusing on specific goals and analyzing data, the council can better prioritize funding based on need.  

Additionally, I support using the adopted neighborhoods plans (and the entire comprehensive plan) as guides to developing the city’s Capital Improvement Program.

 

5. The enforcement of the existing laws prohibiting roadside solicitation is only a short-term solution to long-term issues related to poverty and homelessness in our community.  As a council member, I have made the coordination of social services a priority and have supported plans for geographically-dispersed Permanent Supportive Housing, which is a proven model to help families transition out-of-poverty.  I am also supportive of job training and development programs, such as Capital Idea, that help individuals gain the skills to succeed in Austin’s workforce and increase job opportunities.

