September 15th Meeting:

NACA members will hear two speakers g e . T
at the Sept. 15 meeting: Travis County & M _g. b 1 k
Commissioner Ron Davis and Kristi Still- - — P g
well, program coordinator for Austin Safe / -
Routes to School. Commissioner Davis will |
discuss the role of a county commissioner
and the current redistricting efforts and will
be available for questions afterwards. Ms.
Stillwell will present information about how
children can walk and bike safely to school.

The meeting will be at 7 p.m. at Little
Walnut Creek Library, 835 W. Rundberg.
Commissioner Davis grew up in East
Austin, where he was raised by his grand-
parents. Before joining the Commissioner's
Court, Ron was known for keeping an ACC
campus in East Austin and forcing major oil companies to move their tank farms
out of East Austin neighborhoods.

Kristi Stillwell moved to Austin from her hometown in Albuquerque, NM about
two years ago and became the program coordinator for Austin Safe Routes to
School in March 2010. She enjoys working with SRTS schools and coalition
partners to achieve the project goal of increasing the number and safety of kids
walking and biking to school. She has a background in health education, con-
tract administration and grant management and holds degrees in nutrition and
public administration from the University of New Mexico.

Important Note To NACA Members

Members of NACA are asked to make suggestions for a fund-raiser
for the organization and we are especially interested in knowing if you
would coordinate the event you suggest. Send your ideas to Eleanor
Langsdorf (elangsdo@yahoo.com) or Ann Teich (annteich@austin.
rr.com) and volunteer to help raise some money. A fund-raiser can be a
fun event, so put your creative ideas to work!
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President’s Letter
by Eleanor Langsdorf

Good things have been happening in
NACA during the last several months.
| Sidewalks have been installed in

two different areas. A stretch along
Northgate Blvd. has a new section of
walk that replaces an unpaved area
that was narrow and dangerous for the users. Now there is a
wide, well-laid out walk from Rundberg back toward Colony
Creek. This work was done by the city under the guidance of
Mark Cole. And children now have a safe route to school
along Plains Trail. Here not only were sidewalks installed
from South Meadows all the way up to Kramer but the open
culverts were enclosed and curbs installed on the east side
of the street. This work was also done by the city under the
guidance of Jose Guerrera.

Another walk that has been completed is the walking path
at Quail Creek Park. Here there are both paved and gran-
ite walks that complete the circuit around the park. And the
repairs to the watershed area appear to be complete with

the unwanted growth and trash trees gone, so that the view
across the park and creek is improved. This work was done
under the guidance of the city. Part of the improvements
came from a grant provided by Austin Parks Foundation.
One thing I would ask users to be alert for is graffiti. Shortly
after the walks were completed graffiti appeared on the
walks and some of the retaining walls. It appears that the
graffiti has been painted over but the temptation for taggers
to deface again is there. So, if you come across graffiti call
311 and report it. If possible take pictures and ask to make
a police report.

And, of course, the HEB store at Rundberg and North
Lamar is being enlarged and renovated. If you shop there
you are aware of the many changes that have taken place.
The management is working hard to help customers find
what they need and assure them that the store will be an
attractive place to shop once the work is done.

Work is continuing on the design for the community/rec-
reation center that will be built by the city and operated by
the Y at the intersection of Rutland and Mearns Meadow. It
is anticipated that the design will be completed and permits
issued soon. It will be interesting to watch the progress of
building once the ground is broken.

I know there are many volunteers who do large and small
tasks within NACA. This newsletter wouldn't exist without
the work of the volunteer editor, the contributors, the walker
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coordinator, the wonderful people who fill the bags each
month, the distributors who get the bags to the walkers
and the walkers who get them to the readers no matter the
weather. Then there are the people who pick up trash as
they walk in the parks and on the streets. Others show up
once a month (except July, August and December) to clean
a specific street. And still others save plastic drink bottles
and aluminum cans for NACA. These are collected and
sold to make a little money to cover the cost of supplies
for the street clean-ups and to support other beautification
projects. A great big thank you to each of you. Your efforts
to support the efforts of NACA are greatly appreciated.

An opportunity to get to know some neighbors is the Austin
recognition of National Night Out. In Austin this will take
place on October 4 from 7 to 9 in the evening Turn on
your lights and get out to meet your neighbors.
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hm: 832-6873
cell: 5o7- 6482

KIEFER'S CAFE

&CATERING

Corner of Kramer & Metric
2007 Kramer Ln. Suite 105
Austin, TX 78758

Hours: 7am-3pm M-F
(512) 719-5550
(512) 719-3500 fax

www.kieferscafecatering.com

NACA NEWSLETTER STAFF

Linda Moore/Editor.........ccoceviririeieieieieeneneseeene 512-836-0160
Nathalie Cappione/Layout & Design................. cappione@msn.com
Speedy’s Printing ..............cocoooiiiiinininiininienee 512-454-9320
Mary Tokumaru/Walker News .......... mtokumaru@inyourhands.org

Contributing Staff: Eleanor Langsdorf, Linda Moore, Gabe Rojas,
Randy Teich, Amber Thompson, and Ellen Martin.

If you have News or Event Information

please contact Linda Moore
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Volunteers Needed

by Eleanor Langsdorf

Many of you are aware that members of NACA worked
hard to improve a small piece of land known as Heron
Hollow at the intersection of North Lamar and Payton Gin.
This spot was once a neglected corner that was overgrown
and littered. Now it is a well maintained oasis in a sea of
streets and buildings. There are benches for resting, trash
cans so that people have a place to deposit bottles and
cans, a Chimney Swift tower so that chimney swifts have
a place to nest, small garden plots and trees that provide
color and shade for visitors. But now there is a need for
some more people to come forward to support Heron
Hollow. Volunteers are needed to help with the watering of
the trees and plants so that they are not lost to the heat and
drought we have been suffering through. Willing hands are
needed to maintain the beds and to occasionally empty the
trash cans.

If you can do this or would like more information, contact
Eleanor at 873-0480. This is not a big commitment and
can be shared by several people. So if you are looking

for a way to help improve our community this may the
right one.

Here Everything's Better.”

Bakery
Deli
Pharmacy

Serving North Austin

9414 N Lamar
512-835-5400

History Of The Paper Bag

by Gina Almon

While the Austin City Council
considers banning plastic bags, we
should consider where we would
be without paper bags. We use
paper bags for many things: for
lunches, bringing home groceries,
taking out the trash, holding things
and keeping us organized.

Before there were paper bags,
people would bring a container
to hold the items they bought at
the market. If the customer did not have a container, the
storekeeper would twist some paper together to hold the
purchase, called a cornucopia, and some shops made the
holders ahead of time and glued them together.

By the 1860’s, the first machines for making paper bags
were invented. S.E. Petee is remembered for making the
best of these machines. However, all of the machines were
slightly different and each one made different bags. In
1869, the Union Company of Pennsylvania made a machine
for paper bags. By 1875, the Union Company was making
so many bags they changed the company name to Union
Bag & Paper Company. In their first year as a bag company,
they made 606 million bags, a huge number for that time.
At about the same time, Margaret Knight worked in a paper
bag factory. She had invented a new part for the paper bag-
making machine that would automatically fold and glue

the bags. At first, no one took her seriously because she

was a woman and they didn’t think she could know about
machines. However, her part was installed on the machine
and she is now considered the mother of the grocery bag.
The part she invented is still used today. Margaret Knight
went on to start the Eastern Paper Company in 1870 and to
patent 26 other inventions.

BOB’S BARBER SHOP

North Park Shopping Center
9616 N. Lamar at Rutland, Ste. #185
Austin, Texas 78753

339-1630

Bob Charlie Brandon
Curtis Big-Un Janie
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Upcoming Dates To Remember

September 11

Street cleanup — Rutland from Lamar to Parkfield, meet at
HEB, NW corner at 8:30 am

September 15

NACA meeting at Little Walnut Creek Library, 7 — 8:45 pm

October 4
National Night Out 7 — 9 pm

October 8

Street cleanup — Payton Gin from Lamar to Ohlen, meet at
Lanier H.S. at 8:30 am

October 11

Region 2 Commanders' Forum 7 pm at Parmer Woods
12429 Scofield Farms Dr. (at Parmer Lane east of Metric
Blvd.)

October 20
NACA meeting at Little Walnut Creek Library 7 - 8:45 pm

October 22

Hazardous waste collection at the clock tower lot on Stone-
bridge near the intersection of Rutland and Parkfield 10 am
to 2 pm.

November 17
NACA meeting

Ongoing dates to remember

Little Walnut Creek Library is open Monday through Thurs-
day from 10 am to 9 pm, closed Friday, open Saturday from
10 am to 5 pm and Sunday from 2 to 6 pm.

Serving Austin and Surrounding Cities Since 1977
Quality Printing at Reasonable Prices
Locally Owned and Operated

Business Cards Invoices Door Hangers
Letterheads Work Orders  Fliers
Envelopes Brochures Newsletters

Weddings - Anniversaries - Quinceanieras - Graduation
Invitations in English or Spanish

Call or come by and let us meet your needs for
Business or Personal Printing

111 W Anderson Ln. Ste. E-315, Austin TX 78752
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
512-454-9320
Se Habla Espaiiol

v

t h e FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
é‘}' FOR HEALTHY LIVING
~ FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

FALL FAMILY FUN
STARTS HERE

At the Y, we support families in their efforts
to EAT HEALTHY, PLAY EVERY DAY,
GET TOGETHER and GO OUTSIDE.
Join us for fall family fun. Y member

benefits include:
Se ha b
e FREE Youth Programs Espaﬁa;a
FREE Family Events
FREE Family & Group Exercise classes
FREE Child Watch while exercising

FREE Active Older Adult programs

North Park Family YMCA
9616 N. Lamar « 973-YMCA
AustinYMCA.org

@ Amelia Bullock Realtors

Your Neighborhood Realtor 512-577-1015

Your NeiGaBORHOOD NEWs FRoM NACA
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Austin Police Department Alert
Network

by Eleanor Langsdorf

APD has a program called the Alert Network that allows
the police department to instantly update citizens about
crime, emergencies and other important information.
Alerts are delivered by e-mail and can be sent by text mes-
sage to cell phones. There are four types of alerts: Citizen,
Business, Case and Watch Group. Citizen alerts inform
registered users about public safety concerns in a given
area. They contain information about a variety of topics
such as crime trends, missing persons, advice on personal
safety and ways to safeguard property. They can provide
descriptions of suspects.

Business alerts are designed to serve specific types of
business. Enrolled businesses receive information about
crimes specific to the business. Case alerts let the police
automatically share information about open cases with all
registered Citizen Observer users.

Watch Group alerts permit police to send specific neigh-
borhoods alerts about crimes that are happening in their
immediate area.

Your NEiGHBORHOOD NEWS FROM NACA

The Alert Network provides two-way communication
between police and citizens. Police can update citizens

on situations that require their attention. As citizens learn
about fugitives, missing persons and unsolved cases they
can provide tips directly to the police. To sign up to receive
Citizen, Business and Neighborhood alerts do the follow-
ing:

1. Go to www.citizenobserver.com/registration.jsp

2. Fill out the form. And to make the program more
effective, ask others to join.

CitizenObserver is a secure website and protects your pri-
vacy. More information can be found in the privacy policy.

AVON

Shop Avon at home or in your
office with personal delivery
and guaranteed satisfaction
Contact: Leann Ayres
Avon Independent Sales
Representative at
www.youravon.com/leannayres

\
A

_”E U)%UR YARD \'

Sunrise
Mini-Mart

Stop by our neighborhood store at

1762 Colony Creek
512-836-9761

Sponsor of the
Good Citizen Award
at Wooldridge Elementary
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The Most Entertaining (And

Cheapest Experience In Town)
by Susie Milam

I know lots of people who claim never to have ridden the
bus in Austin. I’ve been riding it downtown once a week for
years, but this spring I started riding it more frequently as a
challenge to see how long I could make a tank of gas last.
Some days the other riders are annoying, but frequently there
are memorable experiences. Here are some of my favorites.

» [ was engrossed in my book and hardly noticed when a
man sat down next to me. After a bit, he asked, “Do you own
a cat?” I looked down at my black shirt and guessed he asked
because I had some cat hair showing. We started telling dog
and cat stories, and he claimed his dogs can tell when it’s
Saturday. He says every other day of the week they hang out
with him in the kitchen while he fixes breakfast . . . except
on Saturday when they go sit in front of the TV waiting for
him to turn on cartoons.

» There was a young woman, possibly a UT student, sit-
ting near me. Her clothing was not particularly notewor-
thy: flip-flops, spaghetti-strap top, short jeans skirt. As the
bus rounded a corner, someone’s loosely-capped bottle of
chocolate milk came flying, bouncing, spilling all over the
bus. Some of it got on the girl’s feet and skirt. She had a total
meltdown and started screaming “Stupid, f---ing homeless
people! ’'M ON MY WAY TO A JOB INTERVIEW!!!!”
(One has to wonder exactly what kind of job she was inter-
viewing for!)

» Smart phones have made the bus a bit quieter, so instead
of loud one-sided conversations, more people are likely to
just be texting with their thumbs. But there’s still the occa-
sional Drama Queen who wants the world to hear about her
latest romantic breakup, or the recent Control Freak who was
demanding directory assistance find him a whole list of offi-
cial phone numbers, including the “Police complaint hotline
number.” (Yeah, like they’ve got one of those.)

» Once a loud-mouthed teenage girl was spraying profan-
ity on everyone within earshot. The driver (a no-nonsense
woman) warned her twice to tone down the language and
the volume, or she would be removed from the bus. So when
the girl didn’t quiet down, the driver stopped and went back
to personally escort her off the bus. Everyone cheered the
driver.

» Last winter I sat near a man who had a walker, said he was
homeless, and was going down to the ARCH to pick up his
disability check. Since I was reading a book, he asked me

Your NeicaBorHOOD NEWS FRoM NACA

about it, and then we had a lively conversation about books.
He’s quite a reader of both fiction and non-fiction, and espe-
cially likes John Grisham novels.

» Recently, a whole flock of students and staff from the
Texas School for the Deaf got on; two were in wheel chairs.
It was interesting to watch the staff help the kids pay their
fares, direct them to empty seats, and then watch sign-lan-
guage conversations among them.

» On the same trip, a man behind me was having a very
lively conversation . . . with himself, not a word of which
was understandable to me. A lady got on and sat next to him.
She was totally comfortable with him and told him she didn’t
mind if he talked to himself, but then she started talking

B

LAWN MAINTENANCE
GRASS, TREES, SHRUBS
FLOWER BEDS
DECKS, FENCES, REPAIRS

QuAlL CREEK
ReEs. SINCE 1973

JERRY BERTRAND
836-5995

BBQ  Crafts fair & auction Live music Games and fun

Feria de artesania Mariachis Juegos  Barbacoa

Fiesta BDQI
$5

Saturday, September 17, 1 am — 5 pm

Armadillo Road!

St. John's Episcopal Church

Corner of Parkfield & Braker

All proceeds benefit local ministries

Bring the family! Join the fun!
P P P
oSN e S, e S, Hep
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French to him. He didn’t seem to pay any attention to her,
but continued his monologue, which was liberally laced with
great peals of laughter. (Maybe he was practicing his stand-
up comedy routine.)

Where else can you get that much fun for $2?

July Commanders' Forum
by Eleanor Langsdorf

On July 12 Region 2 police commanders and officers held
the quarterly meeting with citizens to provide information
on crime statistics and answer questions. Officers also pro-
vided some hints on ways to keep our homes more secure
and prevent burglaries.

For the quarter ending June 30 the following were reported:
10 rapes, 84 robberies, 124 aggravated assaults, 522 bur-
glaries of residence, 1367 thefts, 834 burglaries of vehicles
and 133 auto thefts. These statistics are for all of Region 2.
Region 2 covers 87 square miles. Most of its boundaries are
the same as though of the city. Only the southern boundary
is in the city and runs along Anderson Lane and then along
a generally south west line down to the river. A map can

be found by going to the city website and typing in district
representatives as a search term. NACA is only a small
portion of the entire region. The police reported that crimes
in all categories are down from 2010. They also stated that
there is a goal to have an officer respond to every crime
report in Region 2.

As can be seen from the above numbers, burglaries and
thefts make up the largest numbers of reported crimes.
Since burglary of residence and burglary of vehicle are usu-
ally crimes of opportunity officers advised that citizens take
steps to reduce chances of being a victim. To reduce prop-
erty crime they advise that citizens look at the perimeter

of their homes — if there is a fence check that it is secure.
Make sure bushes do not provide a place for someone to
hide. Then look at the exterior of the house and make sure
doors and windows lock securely. Install deadbolts and
replace screws on exterior locks with 3 inch ones. Use
motion sensor lights or leave an exterior light on at night.
Put bikes, etc., away. Close the garage door. Finally, for the
interior make sure it looks occupied. Use timers to turn on
lights when away. Take pictures of valuables. Write down
the serial numbers on electronic equipment. For safety have
someone else keep copies of the photos and numbers. Don't
store them only on your computer in case it gets stolen.
Some of these same ideas can be used by apartment dwell-
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ers. As always for autos, follow the three rules: hide all
valuables in the trunk and do this before arriving at your
destination; lock the vehicle, and take the key.

Another way citizens can help reduce the chance of being a
victim is by getting to know neighbors. Be aware of which
vehicles belong in the driveways of nearby houses. Neigh-
borhood watch programs suggest the 5 rule — the neighbors
on either side and the three across the street. Share phone
numbers so that when something odd happens calls can be
made to determine whether there is a need to call police.

Finally, attend the next commanders' forum so that you can
meet the officers who are often our first contact with APD.
The final one for 2011 is October 11 at 7 pm at Parmer
Woods, 12429 Scofield Farm Road in the dining room.

Paint Az
Pottery Studio
Sarwat Rahman

Paint your own pottery, t-shirts, summer art camps and more

1000 Pavton Gin Rd., Suite M, Austin, TX 78758
(Opposite Lanier High School)
Tel: (512) 614-2447. Fax: (512) 614-2448
email: paintmepottery@gmail com

NACA ADVERTISING RATES

Business Card....................... $25 per issue
1/4 Page ..ooeevvviieeeeeiiiieeeee $50 per issue
1/2 Page .ccooovvveeeiiieeeiiee, $100 per issue
Full Page......cccooeeeiviiineennns $200 per issue

Advertisers who pay for at least 3 advertisements get a
$5 discount per issue. Advertisements should be emailed
to Imoore@ameliabullock.com and checks sent to:
NACA, P.O. BOX 180803, Austin TX 78718

d"‘} Amoré Always Petsitter
Certified Dog Trainer

Roberta Maleski
(512) 296-5196

amorepets@sbcglobal.net
www.amorealways.com
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Walkers Needed In Your Area

Walkers are needed to deliver the NACA newsletter, if you
can help on any part of a street listed below, please contact
Mary Tokumaru email: mtokumaru@inyourhands.org.
Thank you to all our volunteers who are keeping our com-
munity informed.

AREA 1: Alden Dr. (24), Brookfield (54), New Hampshire
(19), Sequoia (6)

AREA 2: Hunters Trace (40/Payton Gin-Rndbrg), W
Rundberg Ln (12/W of Parkfield), Rutland Dr. (60/W of
Parkfield), Tronewood (5)

AREA 3: Grouse Meadow + 1201-1205 Rutland(58),
Little Elm Park (15), 909-1207 W Rundberg Ln (68)

AREA 4A: 10305-10410 Golden Meadow Dr. (26)

AREA 4B: 10501-10612 Golden Meadow + 10503-10600
Little Pebble (48), Lambert Cir. (31), Lanshire Dr. (84),
Topperwein Dr. (78), Pine Knoll Dr. (55)

AREA 5: Barnhill + 1442-1469 S. Meadows (40), Bird
Creek(66) + Fieldwood(78) = (144), N Meadows Dr. (146)
Quail Blvd. (6)

Internet
Passwords Tracker+

Memorize and remember just ONE
password!

Organize all your web sites; banking,
shopping, social networking, email accounts
...by groups, type, sub-type, and purpose.

Sort, search, log-in to your web-site(s)
with just few keystrokes! Use quick and
easy copy-and-paste ! PwT+ stores all your
login information, security questions,
answers and more in a secure database.

Passwords Tracker+

Download
a FREE demo!

www.LazyBonesSoftware.com
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Enclosed are my dues for 2011 $15 for Regular Mem-
bership, $25 for Silver Membership,or 350 for Gold

Membership

_ Help Deliver Newsletter

_ Help Maintain Heron Hollow

_ Attend City Council/Planning Commission Meetings
_ Help with Code Enforcement

_ Be a Beautification Volunteer

Name
Address

City, State, Zip
Phone

Pay online at naca-austin.org
or mail this form & check to:
NACA Treasurer

PO BOX 180803
Austin TX 78718



