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NACA Meeting for January 21, 2016
Happy New Year! 2016 is here and we will continue “Doing good work in the Neigh-
borhood.”  It’s election time. At our January meeting all NACA member will be vot-
ing for new NACA Officers. Join us to hear what plans we have for our neighborhood 
and how you can get involved in 2016. We hope to see you Thursday, January 21, 
2016 at 7:00 PM at the North Austin Community Center/YMCA, 1000 W. Rundberg.

Reunión NACA el 21 de Enero, 2016
¡Feliz Año Nuevo! El 2016 ya está aquí y vamos a seguir "haciendo buen trabajo en 
la vecindad." Es tiempo de elecciones, en nuestra reunión de enero todos miembro/as 
de NACA votarán por una nueva mesa directiva. Acompáñenos para conocer cuáles 
son los planes que tenemos para nuestra vecindad y cómo usted puede participar en el 
2016. Esperamos verles el Jueves, 21 de enero 2016 a las 7:00 PM en el Centro Norte 
de Austin Community / YMCA, 1000 W. Rundberg.

Association Elections
By Eleanor Langsdorf

Each January officers to run the North Austin Civic Association for the coming year are 
elected.  If you are interested in being officer, put your name in contention at the Janu-
ary meeting.  You can contact Eleanor Langsdorf at elangsdo@yahoo.com or 512-873-
0480 if you like more information.  An office can be shared by two individuals.  In 2015 
the office of vice-president was shared by Melinda Schiera and Roberto Perez.  

Basic information about the four offices can be found at naca-austin.org under the By-
laws heading.

NACA Banner Supports Lanier Vikings
By Melinda Schiera

At the December meeting, NACA membership approved the purchase of a NACA 
banner supporting Lanier Vikings.  It will be placed on the track and field fence along 
Payton Gin for all to see.  The sign helps notify people of the neighborhood associa-
tion’s meetings, and at the same time supports Lanier Athletics. Go Vikings!
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or complete the registration.

I am a VDR and will bring registration cards to our January 
21st meeting, or you can call or email me and I will help you.  
Please register and please VOTE.  This is one of our most pre-
cious liberties.

I can be reached at cdubois26512@gmail.com or 512-83-0943

2015 Accomplishments 
By Greg Casar

Hi everyone! Reflecting on this past year, I'm very proud of 
the work my office was able to accomplish alongside the com-
munity in 2015: we championed several initiatives to expand 
fair and affordable housing options for Austinites; we imple-
mented more protections for vulnerable renters and homeown-
ers; we’ve remained focused on expanding economic opportu-
nity by increasing wages for some of our lowest-paid workers; 
we're close to passing fair chance hiring practices citywide, 
and lastly, we were very successful in winning many on-the-
ground improvements that North Austin desperately needs. 
We've helped create or restore three parks for our District, 
supported the creation of new neighborhood associations in 
underrepresented parts of town, and have brought citywide 
attention to the improvements needed on North Lamar!

Here's what we were getting done in the last days of 2015:

Expanding Housing Opportunities
In December, City Council passed a resolution I authored to 
make housing desegregation a top priority for the City as it 
rewrites its land development rules through CodeNEXT. The 
desire for a compact and connected future shouldn’t just mean 
that the streets and sidewalks need to be connected—we must 
have connected communities. This resolution will maximize 
our land planning's potential to better integrate Austin, both 
racially and economically. Also, this month we are set to kick 
off the Residents Advocacy Project, a non-profit partnership 
funded by the City to do outreach to tenants living at sub-
standard properties to hold their landlords accountable to our 
neighborhoods.

Creating Homestead Preservation Districts
One of my top priorities on Council is making sure that Austin 
does not become so expensive that no working families can 
afford to live here. The City Council's Housing Committee has 
focused heavily on creating homestead preservation districts 
in Southeast, East, and North Austin. I proposed a strategy, 

President's Letter
By Randy Teich

It has been a personal pleasure to serve as President of NACA 
for 2015.  It has been an eventful year starting with the city’s 
transition to a 10 district, 1 mayor council.  As expected, the 
council started slow with all but one member being new to 
the position and all members trying to determine how to work 
effectively within their districts as well as with each other.  
NACA’s council member, Greg Casar, has attended several 
of our meetings and he has also had staff members attend our 
meetings as well.  We have had several members appointed to 
city commissions and committees while others have received 
frequent communication from council member Casar’s staff 
when issues that might effect NACA were being discussed.  
So far, 10-1 seems to be working better for our neighborhood 
than our previous governance model.

NACA was the beneficiary of a 2015 study by the UT Law 
School’s Entrepreneurship and Community Development 
Clinic.  The study reviewed the effectiveness of the COA’s 
Repeat Offender Program which is designed to encourage 
landlords to properly maintain their rental properties.  The 
study led to several changes in procedures which should 
improve enforcement and push more of the city’s cost to those 
landlords who choose not to act in good faith. 

One of our more exciting initiatives in 2015 was to initiate 
a membership committee. The goal was to get the word out 
about the benefits of NACA membership to our neighbors.  
The committee’s efforts were a resounding success with 
NACA achieving the highest membership numbers that any-
one can remember.  Special thanks to Carol Pazera for leading 
this effort and to her committee members for their efforts on 
our behalf.

NACA’s programming for our meetings remained strong in 
2015.  Attendees were kept abreast of current issues within 
the city along with new initiatives that will in all likelihood 
impact us in the future. We received presentations from many 
of the schools in our area.  We also had some fun, hosting a 
“Zip Ode” contest where members submitted original poems 
to be shared with others.  Thanks in particular to Melinda 
Schiera and Roberto Perez for their work in developing our 
programs.

Plans are to continue our focus on keeping our members 
informed in the coming year.  We hope to invite some of our 
local restaurants to make short presentations in the coming 
year.  Please contact your officers with your suggestions for 
favorite eateries in and around NACA and we’ll extend the 
invitations.  Looking forward to seeing you in 2016!

March Primary Elections
By Caro Dubois

The Texas primary election is March 1.  Be sure you are reg-
istered by February 1st – with your correct address and name, 
and that your ID matches.  There are many Voluntary Deputy 
Registrars (VDRs) and registration events in our area.  Also 
the County offices at 5510 Airport Blvd in the voter registra-
tion department can answer any questions or help you correct 



YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS FROM NACA PAGE 3 

supported by the Council's Housing Committee, to fund attain-
able and affordable housing in previously affordable areas. 
Funds will come from new taxes generated from some of the 
high-rises you see downtown on former City of Austin proper-
ties. The Homestead Preservation District program will create 
new housing options to ensure that low- and moderate-income 
residents are able to live in high opportunity and rapidly 
gentrifying areas of Austin. In 2016, the Council will consider 
designating some parts of NACA as a future Homestead Pres-
ervation District, and I will keep in touch with you about the 
options as they come forward!

I’m looking forward to 2016 to continue the work that still 
needs to get done, and am excited to work with you to make it 
happen! As always, please feel free to keep in touch by either 
calling my office at 512-978-2104, or emailing me at Greg.
Casar@austintexas.gov. It’s an honor to serve District 4, and 
I can’t wait for what the new year will bring us!

2016 Meeting Agendas
By Melinda Schiera

The meeting planners (aka vice-presidents) are looking for 
your input in regard to our monthly meeting agendas.  For 
example, in response to a suggestion last year, a “Member 
Communications” segment has been added in order to discuss 
new concerns and issues of members and attendees.  These 
segments are not added to every meeting – but they are added 
to the majority of them.

The neighborhood association meetings have typically  
included presentations from persons other than neighborhood 
members.  Attendees  learn about city or county departments 
from their staffs and about other organizations that are work-
ing in the community.  Sometimes  candidates for office attend 
a meeting so that members can make an informed decision 
when voting.

A recent suggestion was to invite operators of  local res-
taurants to the meeting. This idea will be acted upon in an 
upcoming meeting.  We can learn about how long they have 
been in the neighborhood, their background, and maybe even 
be able to taste some of their specialties!

A well-planned agenda is an effective tool for increasing our 
productivity, and getting members or nonmembers to return.   
Do you have a suggested presentation for the agenda?  Please 
let us know!

Quail Creek Painted Bridges 
and Walls Project
By Brian Almon

Our fantastic team of residents and schools have submitted all 
the items needed to finalize the application to the Partnership 
Program Board.  The complete application was submitted to 
the Board on December 18th and hopefully by the time your 
read this article, we will know the decision of the Board. We 
are excited because not only do we have support from local 
businesses and participation from very talented neighbors 
but we also have participation of teachers and students from 

Lanier and McCallum High Schools and Wooldridge Elemen-
tary School. We will be presenting details of the project at the 
January NACA meeting with the identification of the bridges 
and retaining walls that will be beautified with mosaics and 
painted scenes.

Don’t Forget to Renew Your 
Membership!
By Carol Pazera

All NACA members play a role in improving our wonderful 
neighborhood. Please continue to be involved and support NA-
CA’s work. All memberships are up for renewal, unless you 
joined or paid dues in November. Just go to naca-austin.org 
and click on Join Our Membership. You can pay dues online 
or send them by mail to:

NACA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180803
Austin, Texas 78718

Jaime Padron Elementary 
School's Needs
By Carol Pazera

One of the newest AISD schools, Jaime Padron Elementary, 
located at the intersection of Rundberg Lane and Metric Blvd, 
needs assistance during and after school hours.  The school ad-
ministration has identified a variety of opportunities that will 
serve students, staff and parents and build supportive connec-
tions with the local community.  Here are some of the options.

1. Be the community representative to the Campus Advisory 
Council (2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:15 p.m.)

2. Teach Maestro en Casa, a practical and simple English-lan-
guage learning and life skills program, using a prepared cur-
riculum.  All material is given in English and knowledge of a 
foreign language is not needed.  Classes could be during or 
after work hours.

3. Teach parents basic computer skills such as how to create 
and use an e-mail account and how to access the AISD Parent 
Cloud. Time frame is one hour every other week and time of 
day is flexible.

4. Become a paid crossing guard.

5. If qualified, teach first aid, English as a second language, 
nutrition or building self-confidence.

6. Volunteer in the school library.

7. Participate in a career day planned for May, 2016.

8. Provide affordable after-school programs for students, spe-
cifically: soccer, art, music, theater, folkloric and other dance 
styles. 

9. Participate in a health event scheduled for February 4. The 
staff would like a local yoga instructor and other fitness or 
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health related local businesses to participate.

If you are interested in any of these opportunities or have 
another idea for a way to help the school, please contact Maria 
Martell at 512-841-9615 or maria.martell@austinisd.org.

Austin Creative Reuse Opens to 
the Public
By Stephanie Frogge 

Everyone’s heard the mantra Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  Now 
Austin has a place where all those worthy ideas come together 
in one beautiful space – and it’s in north-central Austin!

Austin Creative Reuse is a local non-profit whose mission is 
to promote conservation and reuse though creativity, education 
and community building.  Since forming seven years ago, we 
have been actively engaging the community through outreach, 
workshops, educator drives and garage sales.  

We recently opened our permanent home, Austin’s first Cre-
ative Reuse Center in the Linc Shopping Center, to bring our 
mission to the community.  Our Creative Reuse Center offers a 
huge selection of fabric, yarn, notions, arts and crafts, jewelry 
making and office supplies at very low prices.  Some mer-
chandise is new, some slightly used and some truly vintage.  
Several local companies have donated excess materials, which 
normally would have headed to the landfill. We also accept 
donations from individuals of sewing/needle work, craft, of-
fice supplies and other useful items for upcycling, project 
making, and education.  Folks who are moving, downsizing or 
changing their creative direction have brought us a dizzying 
array of tools and materials, most of which is high quality if 
slightly used. 

We also have a large “by the bucket” section filled with all 
kinds of cool stuff just waiting to be given a new life. The Art 
and Science teachers of Austin have found this section to be a 
treasure trove of materials for their classrooms.  

That’s the retail portion of the Center.  We also have a large 
workshop area where we offer a wide variety of activities like 
“fix-it” clinics, skill building and maker classes, and fun reuse 
training for teachers.

We are located just one strip center down from the Marchesa 
Theatre (think Blue Genie).  We hope you’ll stop in to see 
us for some of your creating, crafting, DIY, art needs soon.   
We’re open on Thursdays, noon until 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Our address is The Linc, 6406 N IH 35, 
Suite 1801  (our space faces Middle Fiskville Road).  Look 
for the giant “ACR” sign out front.  Check our web site and 
Facebook page for most current news and store hours.

Lanier H.S. Dates to Put on 
Your Calendar
• Coffee with Principal Ryan Hopkins - January 19 - From 
   9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

• Family Fun Night with an emphasis on healthy living -  
  January 27 - From 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

N A C A  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M
Enclosed are my dues for 2016

$15 for Regular Membership, $25 for Silver Membership,
or $50 for Gold Membership

Name  
Address  
City, State, Zip  
Phone  
Email  

_ Help Maintain Heron Hollow

_ Attend City Council/Planning Commission Meetings

_ Help with Code Enforcement

_ Be a Beautification Volunteer

Pay online at naca-austin.org 
or mail this form & check to:

NACA Treasurer
PO BOX 180803
Austin TX 78718

 Check here if you do not want name and address on the NACA website.


